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We think the professionel militery leaders have been gaining 
atoadizy in preatige and influence sinos Stalin'e death. Their views 
on defense matters are probably by now very depertent in polleay—maiing, 
Qn the other hend, we have no evidengs as yet to suszest that the Army 
has become an independant politics) forea, Our latest information 
shows the POS stll1 controlling miiitary countar-intellicenge, and ree 
gant personnel, appoiatuenta im the KGB seem te us to show the personal 
influence of Khrushchev, 


As for the Party Secretariat, while it say have gone through 
a low perled damedistely after Stalin's death, its atatus sees to have 
begun to rise almost as soon ae Khrushchey #19 formelly appointed First 
Secretary, in Septenber 1953. 


i agree with you, though, thet there ls a tendency on the . 
part of the press, and periaps even in offielal astimates, to simplify 
the present political aitustion by exaggerating Khrushchev's politieal 

‘a power. To haa worked himself into 2 position where at the presart 
masont. ha Is the leading apokeasan for the majority opinion in the 
party Tresidiua, %s think this sekea him the most influential men in 
the Soviet Union today, but wo ure pretty eure he ie not able to call 
the shots in the arbitrury Stelin siyhe. 


I at appending tuo papers, ome an the subject of the present 


political power postiien of the army, and the ether cur beet regonstruce~ . 
tion 80 far of the Malenkoy affeir. 


ROWERT AMORY, JR. 
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